
COMM 1304  

A+CE Signature Assignment 

Group Presentation & Critical Thinking Analysis Reflective Paper 
 

For this assignment, students are expected to engage in effective group discussion 

and decision making, culminating in the development of a group presentation.  Students 

are expected to meet during class meeting times, online, and outside of the classroom (as 

necessary) and keep detailed meeting notes.  It is suggested that you utilize Blackboard 

Learn for email and virtual meeting purposes. 

Your group will deliver a 12-15 minute presentation.  Your challenge is to 

effectively work as a team and make your presentation interesting, applicable to this 

audience, and informative.  On the date of the presentation, you will be asked to turn in 

one copy of your group presentation outline, an audience analysis, one listing of all of 

your group member’s sources, and all meeting notes.  You will need to use a minimum of 

three sources, which may include the textbook, journal articles, Internet resources, 

interviews, videos, etc.  Refer to the text for guidelines of effective group presentations. 

Each individual will receive an individual grade, reflecting their individual 

participation and effort in the assignment and presentation.  In addition to the instructor 

evaluation, each team member will be asked to evaluate the other members on their team.  

This evaluation will take place at the conclusion of the presentations. Students will also 

be asked to individually submit a reflection paper, discussing core teamwork issues. 

 

Topic 
Throughout this course, we have discussed the impact of culture on 

communicative situations.  This assignment asks you to select a community issue in our 

city and design creative strategies to address this issue.  Suggestions for topics include: 

hunger, the homeless, education truancy/dropouts, public transportation, and healthcare. 

These topics are obviously quite broad and will need to be narrowed by group members.  

Make sure that your topic increases the audience's knowledge and understanding of the 

topic, and is interesting and applicable to the audience. Questions that need to be 

addressed in your presentation include: 

 Identify a social/cultural issue within our community. 

 Discuss specific research and quantitative data about the issue. 

 Identify and/or design creative strategies to address that issue. 

 Develop a logical, consistent plan to alleviate or solve the issue. 

 Consider alternate or contradictory perspectives about the issue. 

 Discuss future implications of your proposed strategy and limitations. 

 

Group & Presentation Date Assignments  

 
Group  Group Members      Date 

A   

B   

C   

D   



 

How to Get Started 

 
 Meet with group and introduce one another. 

 Go over topic choices and select a topic.  Inform instructor for approval. 

 Review group member responsibilities and determine specific assignments. 

 Brainstorm all of the different ideas that your topic could include. 

 Narrow your focus down to 2-5 key points. 

 Divide responsibilities with research. 

 Determine next meeting time and action items to be delivered at that time. 

 Work with your assigned group to develop & deliver a 12-15 minute presentation. 

 Presentation must include the following items: 

 Group presentation outline 

 Audience analysis 

 Source List 

 All meeting notes 

 Effective introduction & conclusion 

 Visual Support 

 Delivery from ALL group members (at least 2 min. per person) 

 Group member peer evaluation 

  

 

Group Member Responsibilities* 
 

Responsibility Description Group Member 

Group Leader Coordinate communication between members 

Determine meeting times & task assignments 

Handle general direction of group 

Make sure all portions of assignment 

completed 

Turns in all items on day of presentation 

 

Research Leader Divides up responsibilities for research 

Collates all research into one document 

 

Outline Leader Develops outline for presentation 

(for groups with only 5 members, outline & 

research responsibilities may be combined) 

 

Meeting Secretary Takes detailed notes of all group meetings 

Creates document to turn in on presentation 

day 

 

Visual Support Designs power point, handouts, etc. 

Manages visual support during the 

presentation 

 

Presentation Leader Divides up presentation responsibilities 

Takes lead role in ensuring presentation 

success 

 



 

*All members of the presentation team need to be able to present effectively, exhibit 

comfort with the audience, respond appropriately to the audience, and represent their 

group with professionalism. 

 

 

COMM 1304 Critical Thinking Analysis Reflective Paper 

 

Upon completion of the group presentation, you are required to submit a reflective paper, 

analyzing the critical thinking aspect of this project.  It is expected that you will write a 

minimum of 1-2 pages (750-1000 words), assessing your personal learning experience.  

This assignment will be written and submitted as an individual.  Areas that you need to 

discuss in this reflective paper include: 

 

 Topic Selection: how did your group select a topic?  Was the selected topic 

creative, focused, and manageable within the constraints of the assignment? Did 

your group focus on a less-explored aspect of the topic?  

 Research: Did your group utilize relevant sources to provide a strong basis for 

your presentation?  Did you explore and discuss various viewpoints and 

approaches to your topic? 

 Design Process: What theories from our class did you apply to your presentation? 

What methodology was utilized?  Did you utilize theories and or/methodology 

from other relevant disciplines? 

 Analysis: Were your findings and recommendations organized to reveal insightful 

patterns, differences, or similarities related to your topic? 

 Conclusion: Was your conclusion a logical result of your research? Is it specific 

to your group’s specific topic? 

 Limitations and applications: Discuss the limitations that your group experienced.  

How can your topic be a springboard for future research or programs? 

 

Please use specific examples from your group experience to explain your answers to the 

above questions. The reflective paper assignment portion of this group assignment is 

written individually and will be submitted by each individual via BB Learn. This 

assignment is worth 50 points.  Expectations for a successful paper include: 

 All elements of the above list are incorporated into the paper 

 Using specific examples and details to back up your points 

 Using correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling 


